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The preparation of this subject-index is due to a growing interesV*^ ' 
in the history of the Pacific Northwest, especially in those states . 
carved out of that vast and long-disputed territory known for so many 
years as the "Oregon country," and in the more newly acquired terri- 
tory of Alaska. This interest and the increasing number of calls for 
documents relating to the history of these two sections of the United 
States, have emphasized the need of a documentary index. 

All documents, within the limits given below, have been included 
in this index. All those of any length and importance have been 
analyzed and the subject-matter indicated as fully as space would 
permit. The exact wording of the original title has seldom been used. 
Entries have been made under the various headings where a document 
covered more than one topic. For instance, Slacum's report of 1836 
may be found not only under the author's name, but under the various 
subjects to which he gives attention, such as: 

Agriculture. Oregon country; 

Fort Vancouver; 

Hudson's Bay Co.; 

Oregon country. Joint occupancy; 

Slacum's report. 

The phrase "Oregon country," as is explained elsewhere, is used 
for all entries prior to 1853, when the first division of the country was 
made by the creation of Washington territory. 

Two dates were possible in a majority of the documents: (1) The 
internal or historical date; (2) the official date of the document (that 
on which it was read and ordered printed by either the House or the 
Senate). Wherever possible, the internal date has been used as being, 
in a historical compilation of this kind, of greater value. Where there 
is but the official date, that has been given. 

The index is arranged alphabetically by subjects. Under each sub- 
ject the entries are arranged, (1) by year, and (2) by authors' names. 

Authors must necessarily, in an analytical subject-index, be sub- 
ordinated to the subject. In a long document, containing many reports 
and sub-reports, there may be from five to twenty-five signatures. For 
these reasons, only the most important author names have been selected 
and given, followed by the phrase "and others." 

The period covered is from 1789 to 1881 and includes the following 
series: 

American State Papers, 1789 to 1817. 

Serially-numbered U. S. government documents, 1817 to 1881 (nps. 
1 to 1984). 
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Annual repprts-of the U. S. National Museum, 1884 to 1904. 

Annual refK>rt& of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 1880 to 1895. 

U.\S. ^6graphical and Oeotogical Survey of the Rocky Mountain 

. liegion: contributions to North American ethnology. 1877 to 1893. 

, \',-X^ -scope, the intention was to cover history only, including as 

^£>6ss-references such reports on botany, or zoology, etc., as might be 
* included in a historical report, such as Stevens' report of exploration 

for the Northern Pacific railroad; otherwise such subjects as zoology 
•' - and botany have been omitted. Archaeology, under the sub-heading 

of Manners and customs, has been included where found in the docu- 
mentary series above mentioned; but dictionaries of Indian languages, 
Indian myths and legends, etc., have been entirely omitted. 

For the generous loan of documents not on our own shelves, thanks 
are due to the New York Public Library, the L#ibrary of Congress, 
Washington, D. C, the California State Library, at Sacramento, and to 
the library of the University of Washington. 

The preparation of the index has been entrusted to Miss Katharine 
B. Judson, who has given her full time for nearly three years to the 
study of the history of the Old Oregon country, and who has also had 
the library training of the New York State Library School. 

JUDSON T. jBNiaNGS, 

Librarian, 
Seattle Public Library, 
March, 1913. 
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ABBREVIATIONS FOR SERIES. 



H. E. House executiye. 

H.M. House miscellaneous. 

H. R. House report. 

S. E. Senate executiye. 

S. M. Senate miscellaneous. 

S. R. Senate report 



GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS. 



Oregon country, to 1853, comprised entire country west of the main 
range of the Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, and north of 
the present California boundary to an unknown and unsettled dis- 
tance. Later the Americans claimed as far north as 54° 40', while 
the British claimed as far south as the Columbia riyer. The bound- 
ary was settled, by the treaty of 1846, at 49** north latitude. The 
line from the main land through the Straits of San Juan de Fuca, 
by this treaty, was to be through the "main channel," and the 
San Juan controyersy rose from the dispute between Great Britain 
and the United States as to which channel was the main channel, 
the one north, or the one south, of the island of San Juan. 

Washington territory, created in 1853, comprised at first the present 
states of Idaho and also of Montana west of the Rocky mountains. 
For ten years, therefore, into the word Washington territory must 
be read also Idaho and Northwest Montana. 

Idaho territory, created in 1863, comprised at first the present state 
and also Montana west of the Rocky mountains. 

Montana was created a territory in 1864, made up in part of the eastern 
section of the Oregon country, and in part of the northern section 
of the Louisiana purchase. 



LEADING DATES. 



1778 Captain Cook's discoyery of Nootka Sound. 

1784 Beginning of the fur trade on the Northwest coast. 

1792 Captain Gray's discoyery of the Columbia riyer. 

1792 Captain Vancouyer's exploration of Puget Sound. 

1792 Settlement of Nootka Sound controyersy. 

[ 1805- Expedition of Lewis and Clarke to the mouth of the Columbia 
J 1806 riyer. 

f 1810 Captain Winshlp's attempt to found a fort at the mouth of the 
Columbia riyer. 
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1811 Astor's attempt; founding of Astoria and Fort Okanogan. 

1812 Founding of Fort Spokane. 

1813 Sale of Astoria and interior posts, in the war of 1812. 

1814 Treaty of Ghent. 

1818 Restoration of Astoria (Fort George) to the United States. 

1818 First joint-occupancy treaty. 

1818 Founding of old Fort Walla Walla. 

1821 Second attempt of Americans, especial fur traders, to secure 
to a footing in the Oregon country: Ruddock, Pllcher, Jedediah 

1834 Smith, Nathaniel Wyeth, Hall J. Kelly, and others. 

1824 Founding of Fort Vancouver; coming of Dr. McLoughlin. 

1825 Visit of scientists, Douglas and Schouler. 
1825 Founding of Fort Colville. 

1827 Second joint-occupancy treaty. 

1829 First settler (French-Canadian) in the Willamette valley. 

1833 Founding of Fort Nisqually. 

1834 Founding of Fort Hall, by Wyeth. 

1834 Coming of Jason Lee; founding of missions in the Willamette. 

1835 Founding of Fort Boise. 

1836 Coming of the Whitmans and Spaldings; founding of the mis- 

sions east of the Cascades. 

1836 Visit of Captain Slacum, by order of U. S. government. 

1839 Beginning of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company. 

1840 Coming of the mountain men, traders, and trappers, into the 

Willamette to settle. 

1841 First American overland emigration. 

1841 Visit of Wilkes' exploring expedition. 

1842 Elijah White appointed Indian sub-agent of the U. S. 

1842 Whitman's ride east to save his mission. 

1843 First provisional government. 
1845 Second provisional government. 

1845 Warre and Vavasour. 

1846 Treaty settling the boundary at 49°. 

1847 Whitman massacre and Cayuse war. 

1848 Organization of Oregon territorial government. 
1853 Washington made a territory. 

1853 Stevens' exploration for the Northern Pacific railroad. 

1855- Yakima war; battle of Seattle. 

1856 

1859 Oregon admitted to statehood. 

1863 Idaho made a territory. 

1864 Montana made a territory. 
1872 Modoc war in southern Oregon. 
1877 Nez Perces war. 
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